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Brent Sustainability Forum
Background

• Launched in November 2007

• Aim of bringing together individuals, groups
& the varied sustainability initiatives taking 
place in Brent to exchange information &
experiences.experiences.

• Represented by public, private, voluntary and 
community sectors in Brent

• 200 different individuals & groups on database

• Forum wants to be more than an information 
exchange network

• Keen to deliver action on the ground



Brent Sustainability Forum 
Projects - Background

• Forum to deliver projects that allow 
members to gain first hand expertise, skills, 
“on the job” training

• Implement projects that are innovative to Brent• Implement projects that are innovative to Brent

• Deliver projects that deliver significant & tangible 
environmental & sustainable improvements

• Get a mix of long term and short term projects

• Don’t be put off by large scale

• These projects must represent sustainability 
principles



Sustainability

“represents the continuous effort to balance
and  integrate the three  pillars  of social
well-being,  economic prosperity  andwell-being,  economic prosperity  and
environmental protection for the benefit 
of present and future generations.” 

- International Council for Science



Towards Sustainability

Priority Projects Identified for 
businesses

www.brent.gov.uk/greenbrent.nsf

• Set up a business recycling service

• Bio-digester for business waste

• Sustainability advice, training and    

support for businesses



Project: Set up a business recycling 
service / scheme

Encourage the establishment of a business association / 
partnership to go out to contract for trade waste

Create a service offering doorstep recycling to businesses 
and could initially operate in a small geographical scale 
such as Town Centres or Park Royal Industrial estate.



Project: Set up business recycling 
service / scheme

Benefits

Environmental • Increase recycling and reuse of materials, i.e. less  
consumption of raw materials.

• Reduce amount of recyclable waste sent to landfill.
• Reduced carbon emissions by reducing individual  waste 
collections. 

• Improved environmental performance of the borough’s • Improved environmental performance of the borough’s 
businesses. 

Social • Improved street cleanliness, environnmental health and quality 
of the urban realm.

• Reduction in environmental crime incidents (flytipping, rubbish 
dumping grounds, etc.)

• Contribute to the growing environmental consciousness of the 
need to reduce waste 

Economic • Cost savings acquired from collective trade waste collections. 
• Improved environmental credentials may attract more or new 
business



Project: Biodigester for business waste

Using a biodegradable waste collection 
service and developing a means to 
process this waste into energy & compost 
borough wide in a newly created digester



Project: Biodigester for business waste

Benefits

Environmental • Waste treatment solution
• Reduction of waste sent to landfill 
• Reduction in greenhouse gas emissions from 

landfill gas 
• Generation of energy without consumption of 

fossil fuels
• Production of compost• Production of compost

Social • Availability of clean and cheaper energy in the  
borough.

• Improved environmental health through 
diversion of waste from landfill & its treatment  

Economic • Cost savings acquired from the diversion of     
waste to landfill.

• Generation of energy without the need to 
purchase raw materials

• Cheaper energy available as a result of this 
technology



Project: Sustainability support 
package for businesses

• Identifying the needs of Brent businesses

• Creating a package of environmental / sustainability 
advice, training & support for businesses

• Promotion of this package of services for businesses in 
Brent through an environmental/ sustainability outreach 
programme 



Project: Sustainability support 
package for businesses

Benefits

Environmental � Reduce energy and water use in the borough
� Reduce waste & increase recycling
� Reduce carbon emissions in the borough through 
reduced energy use and use of sustainable 
transport modes

Social � Active participation of business owners and staff 
in improving their activity and the environment. 

� Businesses acquire new knowledge & skills. 
� Opportunity to form new partnerships. 

Economic � Opportunity to improve businesses environmental 
credentials and gain new businesses

� Potential increase in funding opportunities for 
businesses

� Benefit from free training for businesses and staff.



Other Projects

• Greenzones – Community Project

• Brent Cross Railway Proposal

• Recycling from flats



Please take part by 
completing the 
questionnaire to inform the 
Forum’s work and register 
to become a member of to become a member of 
the Forum.

Email:   Ines.carvalho@brent.gov.uk
Tel:       020 8937 5326

THANK YOU


